
OVERNIGHT STAY GUIDELINES 
 

 
Welcome to Fort Steele Heritage Town! We are glad to have you and your group 
visit our site for an educational, safe, and fun experience. To ensure there are no 
problems, we request you read over the following guidelines. If you have any 
questions or concerns please contact the Education Coordinator.  
 

1) ARRIVAL / DEPARTURE 

An arrival time will be determined prior to groups arrival. If your group is going to arrive 

earlier or later than 15 minutes to the estimated time, Fort Steele must be notified so we can 

have a staff member greet you. After your arrival, a Fort Steele staff member will walk you 

through the Kootenay Post with a checklist of points for discussion. At this time we will ask you 

to arrange a time for your departure inspection. All groups must be checked out by 11am to 

allow full cleanup between overnight groups. 

 

2) GROUP SAFETY WHILE ON SITE 

For your group’s safety, please avoid 

➢ Climbing into animal pens 

➢ Feeding animals  

➢ Chasing animals (even the smallest and friendliest of animals can be 

unpredictable) 

➢ Climbing fences, woodpiles, and machinery 

➢ Getting close to the cliff banks that surround the property 

As a safety precaution in case of fire, please ensure that all doors are unlocked when 

there are people inside the barracks. 

➢ To avoid losing padlocks when doors are unlocked, please lock them on the eyes 

of the hasps, leaving the hasps free.  

The gate at the highway entrance is closed at night, but is left UNLOCKED to enable 

emergency vehicles to enter or exit the site. To open the gate, lift the pin, slide the bar, and 

swing the gate open.  
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3) EMERGENCIES WHILE ON SITE 

➢ Call Cranbrook dispatch (911) from a cell phone or phone on site 

➢ Notify Fort Steele Caretaker Rob Dau (250) 421-2870 

 

Important Note: Drive time from Fort Steele to Cranbrook is 15 minutes. If it is safe to 

do so, it may be faster to transport the injured person yourself - or arrange to meet the 

ambulance on the Fort Steele side of the Hwy 95/Hwy 3 junction. Discuss this with the 

ambulance dispatch when you call.  

 

 

4) FIRE SAFETY 

Fort Steele Heritage Town is an important and beautiful part of local and regional 

history. Unfortunately, it is constructed largely of wood. This fact, combined with the dry 

climate in the East Kootenays, makes Fort Steele especially susceptible to fire. With this in 

mind, we ask that you follow these rules to help preserve Fort Steele. 

 

Lighting heaters and cook stoves 

➢ Caution must be used in feeding the fire. Too much wood will result in the 

stove overheating with consequent danger of setting the building ablaze.  

➢ The damper in the stove pipe is used in conjunction with the sliding drafts 

on the heater doors to regulate the fire. When the handle on the damper is 

parallel with the pipe, it is open; therefore the pipe is drawing more air 

through the drafts. It is usually placed in this position when lighting the fire; 

the dampers can be closed or partly closed when the fire is well 

established. The drafts are opened or closed as the fire warrants. The 

drafts and damper must be closed when the fire is unattended. 
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In case of a chimney fire 

➢ Throw a cup of water on the fire and quickly close the stove door 

➢ The resulting steam may put the chimney fire out 

➢ As a precaution, evacuate the building 

➢ Call caretaker at (250) 421-2870 

 

In case of a fire in the cookhouse 

➢ Pull the fire alarm 

➢ Evacuate the building 

➢ Call Caretaker at (250) 421-2870 or inform the VRC immediately 

 

Fire extinguishers are located near each stove. Use these as long as you 

are not placing yourself in any danger. Please familiarize your group with fire 

extinguisher procedures and the location of the equipment on arrival. Designate 

a meeting space for fire evacuation.  

 

Important Note: The fire alarm only rings in the building to expedite 

evacuation. There is no system in place - other than a phone call to notify 

authorities. 
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Rules for fire pit 

➢ If it is windy out we please ask that no fires be lit beside the water tower 

➢ Before lighting a fire please call the caretaker at (250) 421-2870 to let them 

know there will be a fire  

➢ Keep the fires low, and PLEASE no bonfires  

➢ Please keep a fire extinguisher AND a bucket of water (or hose) by the fire 

➢ Return any unused firewood to the Sergeant’s Mess and do not leave it by 

the pit 

➢ Ensure fire is out by pouring water onto the embers and stirring 

 

5) ADDITIONAL RULES  

➢ Adults are welcome to smoke in the parking lot or at the designated 

smoking pit behind the Dempsey House #25. One aspect of Fort 

Steele’s history we do not wish to recreate is the fire of 1906.  

➢ Alcohol, camp stoves, gas lanterns, and any flammable liquids are 

not permitted on site.  

➢ Motorized vehicles are to be parked in the parking area on the 

furthest west side, the side closest to the Fort itself. Vehicles are not 

permitted inside the town site between the hours of 9:00am - 5:30pm  
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6) GENERAL DUTIES  

We ask overnight groups and their leaders to be responsible for:  

➢ Cleanliness of barracks and kitchen  

➢ Litter control in the immediate area  

➢ Tidiness of washrooms (washrooms at the Wasa Hotel #45) are open 

24 hours but please encourage outhouse use.  

➢ Refilling wood boxes in Sergeants Mess and barracks from woodpile 

outside of the barracks 

➢ Emptying the ash box from the stove into the metal pail located next 

to the stove 

 

There is a waste water pit with a wooden cover to the right of the kitchen door 

titled “Grey Water”. Please ensure all waste water (i.e. dish water) is dumped 

here.  

 

Please ensure youth are supervised at all times. Once the park begins closing 

for the day (around 5:30pm) we ask that your group remains within the barracks 

area and does not wander around site.  

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMPLIANCE WITH THESE GUIDELINES, WE 

HOPE YOU ENJOY YOUR STAY 

 

 


